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Around the Island

Home Tips For the Summer

From the Builder

Going Green
GeoThermal Exchange Heating and Cooling Systems 
are gaining popular momentum as the technology 
evolves and the initial installation Costs continue to 
fall.  Its great advantage is that it works by 
concentrating naturally existing heat, rather than 
producing heat through combustion of Fossil Fuel.  The technology relies on 
the fact that the Earth (beneath the surface) remains at a relatively constant 
temperature (between 45 and 55 degrees Fahrenheit) throughout the year.  
It’s warmer than the air above it during the winter and cooler in the summer; 
very much like a cave. The geothermal heat pump takes advantage of this 
constant temperature by transferring heat stored in the Earth (or in ground 
water) into a building during the winter, and transferring it out of the building 
and back into the ground during the summer. The ground, in other words, 
acts as a heat source in the Winter and a heat sink in the Summer. It does 
this by using a series of pipes, or “loop”, buried in ground near the building.  
It circulates fluid that absorbs heat from, or dispenses heat to, the surround-
ing soil.  A geothermal heat pump removes heat from the fluid in the earth 
connection, concentrates it, and then transfers it to the building.  For cooling, 
the process is reversed.  GeoThermal Exchange Systems offer a 30-60 
percent cost savings advantage over the ‘standard’ heating and cooling 
systems.  Not to mention, these systems are earth-friendly, comfortable and 
dependable.  Furthermore, the system can be adapted to provide Hot Water 
as well. 

In conclusion, when considering building a new B&B Custom Home or 
renovating your existing, GeoThermal Exchange Systems should be on the 
top of your Technology list!  B&B along with our friends at Strategic Energy 
Solutions, Inc. (SES) can help bring your home’s technology into the 21st 
Century.  Also, we want to thank our friends at SES for contributing the 
Technical and Engineering Data for this Article.
  

Summer on the Ile!!!  It’s finally here… and will inevitably leave us 
too soon!  Here are some Tips to help minimize your Home 
Maintenance time and maximize your Summer Time!

•Clean out your dryer vent.  Vacuum up all lint from the
surrounding area and the duct itself.  This minimizes fire 
potential.

•Clean and seal your Deck.  Ideally three rain free, sunny days 
are recommended.  Clean and scrub the first day; let dry it out 
for 24 hours; apply your finish.

•Check all your exterior window and door caulking.  Remove and 
replace as required.

•If Washing the Exterior of your home is on the agenda, make 
sure you do not use a high-pressure washer as this can force the 
water underneath your home’s siding; where it may get trapped 
causing mildew and mold.

See our Website for more home maintenance tips from previous
newsletters: www.bb-builders.com, click the link for “News” at
the top of the page.

 

In the spirit of giving back to our community, which is especially important 
in these tough times, we wanted to provide something for our youngsters’ 
enjoyment during summer vacation.  In hopes the children can run the 
bases and slide into home plate safely we were able to refurbish the 
diamonds at Parke Lane Elementary by supplying all the diamonds with 
“Athletic Meal”, a specifically designed mix for baseball fields. We hope 
you all get the chance to enjoy watching the little ones play ball!!

Another way to give to a good cause and spend time with local Islanders 
is by supporting the 9th Annual Rose Ella Burkhardt Memorial Golf 
Outing.  This fun filled outing is Saturday, August 22, 2009 at Fox Hills 
Golf and Banquet Center in Plymouth, MI (8:30 AM Shotgun).  The 
donation for this event is $125 per person which includes breakfast, 
lunch, and a great dinner.  Raffles and prizes as well!  All proceeds 
benefit the Center for Brain Cancer Research at the Cleveland Clinic.  To 
reserve your spot or donate, call the Karen Colina Wilson Foundation at 
734-324-0966.

We would like to remind all of you that we are well versed in all 
phases of Home Renovations and we put the same amount of 
effort and attention to detail when renovating as we would when 
building your home. We are continuing to run our business lean 
and efficient, while maintaining our well earned reputation of quality 
and consistency; creating the ‘New Home’ experience by building 
distinguished renovations, tailored to your every need.  We are an 
integrated team of professionals that can provide you the complete 
package; from the evolution of the initial Concept Design, all the 
way through to providing you with significant cost savings on your 
Home Furnishings.  Let us transform your tired home; providing you 
a fresh, new feeling by adding beautiful new space or simply 
transforming the same space.  We have a knack for remodeling 
Kitchens, Family Gathering rooms and Basements… but bringing a 
fresh feel to your home is not confined to these ‘typical’ Renova-
tions.  From creating outdoor activity spaces, like Patios, Pergolas 
and outdoor Kitchens to opening up your view lines with new 
Windows, Skylights or a fresh coat of Paint… we would welcome 
the opportunity to help you realize your vision.  Give us a call; we 
are ready to put our expertise to work for you!


