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Around the Island

Home Tips For the Spring

From the Builder

Going Green
The ‘Green’ Roof… conserves energy while providing 
amazing aesthetic value!  ‘Green’ Roofing Systems 
bring a variety of colors, textures and material 
options that is unmatched by the accepted roofing 
standard of Asphalt Shingles.  We are fortunate to 
currently have three Projects utilizing three different ‘Green’ Roofing 
Systems; Slate, Metal and Composite (Material made from recycled 
goods).  While these ‘Green’ Roofing products are typically more 
expensive than Asphalt Shingles, they have a substantially longer 
Life-Cycle, are more Energy Efficient and are Renewable Resources.  
These inherent attributes provide the ‘Green Roof’ its value.  With 
Landfills rapidly approaching their capacity with disposable Building 
Products, such as Asphalt Shingles, how can we provide sustainable 
building products without depleting our Natural Resources?  For 
instance, Asphalt Shingles require Coal and Petroleum to manufacture.  
A ‘Green’ Roofing alternative that remedies these concerns is 
Composite Roofing Shingles; made from up to 75% recycled Landfill 
Materials.  As the demand for sustainable building products continues 
to grow, and as technology develops more Cost Effective means of 
manufacturing these Recycled and Post Consumer Products, the initial 
Cost all ‘Green’ Building Products will continue to fall; providing ‘Green’ 
Building Products a superior Cost advantage.  
We encourage all of our Clients to consider what new Technology has 
to offer.  With B&B, our Clients benefit from our research, continuing 
education and our earnest efforts to bring about the balance between 
Tradition and Technology.  

At last, Spring is here! Below are some of things to do in Spring to 
help prepare your Home for the rainy season:

•Start, Check and Test your Sump Pumps.  

•Make sure outside Drain and Catch Basin covers are clear and 
free of Winter’s debris.

•Check/Clean out your gutters; especially if you didn’t get the 
chance to clean them out in the Fall.

•Replace your Furnace Air Filters; the heating season is coming 
to an end and you do not want the dirty filters sitting there in 
place.

•Shut down and clean your furnace Humidifier.

•Units with Central Air, make sure you clean your outside 
Condensing Unit of any debris to maximize your Units efficiency.  
Also, if you have a manual damper on your Unit, this is the time 
to close it for the Cooling Season.

•Spring is an opportune time to check your Attic Insulation.  A 
poorly insulated Attic greatly reduces the efficiency of your 
home, while effectively letting your hard earned money float up 
through the roof.

 

For many years B&B has been entrusted to build your Dream 
Homes.  Currently, we have the privilege of building two unique 
Homes that have piqued the curiosity of many Building Profession-
als concerning our Construction Means and Methods. Recently, the 
President of the Henry Ford Community College’s Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architecture Students contacted us and 
presented the unique opportunity to meet with future Architects. We 
graciously hosted an AIAS field trip providing the students a real life 
opportunity to see how the Construction Process evolves from 
paper to the “nuts and bolts” of the Building process.  The students 
had the opportunity for an extensive Q&A session with one of our 
Project Managers and Superintendants; inquisitive minds were at 
work, asking curious, intelligent questions regarding our Building 
Traditions, Technology and Teamwork.  This was a great experi-
ence; not only for the students, but for the B&B Team as well.  It 
gives us a sense of pride to give back to our community by sharing 
our passion for Building, our Traditions and Procedures, while 
influencing the next generation of Architects.

We are appreciative to have received an award from the Judges of 
the 2009 Design Awards, which was published in the Spring Issue 
of Detroit Home.  Our collaborative work with Robert Summers, 
Architect, took Second Place for Residential Architecture for Homes 
under 4,000 Square Feet.  This Award Winning Home is located on 
the corner of East River and Island Drive.  We are both excited that 
the beautiful homes and properties of our Island are finally getting 
the recognition we feel they deserve.
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